
SHALOM HARTMAN INSTITUTE 
Rabbinic Leadership Programs



Hartman Rabbinic Leadership Programs
Since its inception more than 35 years ago, the Shalom Hartman Institute has made the advancement 
of rabbinic leadership a core mission. Widely recognized as a leader in pluralistic, intensive, thoughtful, 
and challenging study, the Institute offers a variety of rabbinic programs universally respected for 
quality of faculty and depth of Torah study. 

Rabbis today fulfill many roles simultaneously — spiritual leader, community leader, counselor, teacher, 
administrator, fundraiser. With so many capacities to fill, rabbis often neglect their own ongoing 
intellectual and spiritual development and have limited opportunity for mutually beneficial interaction 
with rabbinic colleagues. Recognizing the crucial role that rabbis play and their need for support 
and reinvigoration, the Hartman Institute offers structured frameworks for ongoing rabbinic study, 
enrichment, and thought leadership training.

Rabbis studying together in the spiritually and intellectually challenging Hartman rabbinic leadership 
programs enrich their textual knowledge, broaden the range of ideas they encounter, and deepen their 
relationship with Israel. Tasked with continually infusing their communities with new energy, Hartman 
rabbinic programs focus on helping participants to develop their own voices as intellectual and spiritual 
leaders in the pursuit of becoming ever-more significant agents of change in Jewish life. 

“ Learning with the team of scholars and thinkers that David Hartman z”l assembled at   
 the Shalom Hartman Institute transformed my rabbinate by giving me direction and 
 vision in Jewish thinking based on innovative interpretations of age-old sources in our   
 tradition. Every teacher was an inspiration, each with their own unique style.

 The learning combined the intellectual rigor of an academic setting with the fulfilling 
 bond with our tradition that yeshiva learning provides. Equally important were the   
 lifelong relationships I acquired—through struggling with and then mastering sublime,  
 but deeply relevant, works of Jewish thought. Ethics, theology, religion, history, and   
 philosophy came together every day and transformed who I am as a Jew, a rabbi and  
 a human being.” 

 — Rabbi Asher Lopatin, Yeshivat Chovevei Torah, Bronx, NY



Rabbinic Torah Study Seminar 
Powerful learning and spiritual development

Our annual 10-day seminar for rabbis of all denominations is a powerful learning experience and 
opportunity for spiritual development. More than 100 rabbis, many of whom return year after year, 
convene at the Hartman campus in Jerusalem to engage in thought-provoking, pluralistic study that 
helps them enhance their knowledge, gain new insights, and enrich their capacity to inspire and meet  
the diverse and complex needs of their communities with renewed energy.

For more information about the program, see www.shalomhartman.org/rts

For more information about the program, see www.shalomhartman.org /rli

Rabbinic Leadership Initiative 
A transformative fellowship experience, immersing rabbis in the highest levels of Jewish learning

The intensive three-year Rabbinic Leadership Initiative (RLI) exposes an elite cohort of rabbis to the 
highest levels of Jewish learning. The program equips them to meet contemporary challenges with 
ever-increasing intellectual and moral sophistication.

Participants spend a month each summer and a week each winter studying at the Hartman campus 
in Jerusalem. During the remainder of each year, participants engage in long-distance learning of 
classical and modern sources in havruta with rabbinic partners and in courses taught by leading 
Hartman Institute scholars. The pluralistic framework of the program fosters a vibrant exchange of 
ideas aimed at integrating learning into rabbis’ ongoing work and creating a community of colleagues 
uniquely able to elevate the quality of Jewish life.

“ RTS provides wonderful nourishment for rabbis. It has become a powerful source of   
 personal and professional sustenance for years.”

 — Rabbi Dan Alexander, Charlottesville, VA



RLI Alumni Retreat 
Fostering an ongoing community of learning and leadership

This annual retreat, featuring seminars with Hartman scholars, roundtable sessions for collegial 
sharing, and meaningful social and cultural opportunities, is an intimate and reinvigorating study 
experience. The retreat provides an opportunity for RLI alumni from different cohorts to build deeper 
relationships, create joint initiatives, and invest in their continued growth as visionary leaders. 

Hartman Beit Midrash for Rabbis in North America 
Continuing education, intellectual challenge, and spiritual nourishment

This Beit Midrash, which meets in cities throughout North America including Boston, Los Angeles, New 
York, San Francisco, and Toronto, provides rabbis with continuing education, intellectual challenge, and 
spiritual nourishment in their home communities. Based on a combination of text study and dialogue 
with top Hartman scholars, these programs, often run in conjunction with local Boards of Rabbis, 
federations, and other institutional partners, enable alumni and future rabbinic program participants to 
experience the excellence of Hartman learning.

Rabbinical Students Seminar 
Pluralistic text study, community building, and cultivation of rabbinic identity

This seminar provides rabbinical students of all denominations with an opportunity to study with 
leading Hartman scholars during their year in Israel. The program focuses on study of traditional and 
contemporary Jewish and Israeli sources, community building among students across denominations, 
and cultivation of rabbinic identity. Young rabbinical students use this time in the formative years of 
their training to expand their view of Jewish values and to explore how these ideas can be integrated 
into their work in the rabbinate. 

“ It is difficult to convey the depths of growing we have all done [through RLI]. The   
 depths of openness to our teachers and the learning and knowledge they shared and  
 the depths of openness we have created with one another… It is as if we have had the  
 privilege to stand at Sinai once again. And with this gift of learning came the gift   
 pluralism. For just as at Sinai when each heard the voice in his or her own way—we  
 of each from our own place heard a different voice, a perspective that challenged us   
 to move beyond our own simple boundaries.”

 — Rabbi Denise Eger, Congregation Kol Ami, West Hollywood, CA



Hartman Institute Video Lecture Series
Bring Hartman scholars to your community

Combining lectures from top Institute faculty on video with in-person havruta study facilitated 
by local rabbis, these series enable year-round learning. Each volume includes a series of 8-10 
video lectures, student sourcebooks with primary texts, recommended background readings, 
and a leader’s guide with helpful lecture and text summaries and discussion questions.

ENGAGING ISRAEL: FOUNDATIONS FOR A NEW RELATIONSHIP
Engaging Israel reframes the discussion about the enduring significance of the State of Israel for 
contemporary Jews worldwide. This curriculum elevates the conversation about Israel by rooting 
it in Jewish values and ideas rather than in response to crisis. Topics include Jewish Peoplehood, 
sovereignty, ethics of power and war, Judaism and democracy, and more.

IENGAGE 2.0 – THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL: A SHARED HOMELAND FOR A DIVIDED PEOPLE
What is the significance of the State of Israel as a Jewish public sphere? The focus of this series is 
to confront the challenge of creating a Jewish and democratic public space in the modern State of 
Israel—a shared common space for a people divided along tribal affiliations: religious, ideological, 
national, and geographic. The Tribes of Israel begins a conversation to restructure the relationship 
between the collective and the individual “tribes” that comprise it—a relationship where tribal 
affiliations, convictions, and rights are balanced against collective consciousness and identity. 

DILEMMAS OF FAITH
In an age of radical polarization in modern society, with a rise in religious fundamentalism on the 
one hand and a rise of atheism on the other, how does Jewish tradition approach dilemmas of 
faith? In this series, Hartman scholars explore the foundational issue of faith, engaging in broad 
and deep analysis of some of the many dilemmas that faith in the modern world raises. Dilemmas 
of Faith addresses the big questions raised by the intersection of faith and reason, faith and 
history, faith and politics, and the faith experience.

PEOPLEHOOD AND ITS ROLE AND SIGNIFICANCE IN JEWISH LIFE
The idea of Jewish Peoplehood—its complex origins, its implications, and how it might be 
sustained—is an issue of wide concern in the Jewish community today. The concept of a “Jewish 
collective” appears at odds with a contemporary ethos of intense individualism. In this series, 
Hartman faculty consider some of the tensions that Peoplehood raises, both in classical Jewish 
tradition and in contemporary Jewish thought and life.

THE “OTHER” IN JEWISH TRADITION: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
It is a moral imperative to reflect on Jewish attitudes and approaches to “others” both within and outside 
of the Jewish community. This series explores Jewish ethical traditions about the treatment of strangers, 
attitudes towards people of other faiths, the struggle with pluralism in a diverse Jewish community, 
treatment of women and minorities, and the tension between the particular and the universal.

LEADERSHIP AND CRISIS: JEWISH RESOURCES AND RESPONSES
Drawing upon centuries of Jewish scholarship—from Biblical sources to Holocaust literature—this 
volume suggests Jewish responses to the challenges posed by geopolitical and economic crises. 
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Engaging Israel:
Foundations for a New Relationship

A project of the Kogod Research Center for Contemporary Jewish Thought

Shalom Hartman Institute
11 Gedalyahu Alon Street
Jerusalem 93113 Israel
T: +972-2-567-5320
F: +972-2-561-1913
Email: shi@shi.org.il

Shalom Hartman Institute of North America
One Pennsylvania Plaza, Suite 1606
New York, NY 10119 
T: +1-212-268-0300
F: +1-212-239-4550
Email: info@shalomhartman.org

The Shalom Hartman Institute is a center of transformative thinking 
and teaching that addresses the major challenges facing the Jewish 
people and elevates the quality of Jewish life in Israel and around the 
world. A leader in sophisticated, ideas-based Jewish education for 
community leaders and change agents, the Shalom Hartman Institute 
is committed to the significance of Jewish ideas, the power of applied 
scholarship, and the conviction that great teaching contributes 
to the growth and continual revitalization of the Jewish people. 
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1The Meaning and Significance of 
Peoplehood in Jewish Life
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1The Meaning and Significance of 1The Meaning and Significance of 1Peoplehood in Jewish Life1Peoplehood in Jewish Life1
A project of the Kogod Research Center for Contemporary Jewish Thought

The Shalom Hartman Institute is a center of transformative thinking 
and teaching that addresses the major challenges facing the Jewish 
people and elevates the quality of Jewish life in Israel and around the 
world. A leader in sophisticated, ideas-based Jewish education for 
community leaders and change agents, Shalom Hartman Institute is 
committed to the significance of Jewish ideas, the power of applied 
scholarship, and the conviction that great teaching contributes 
to the growth and continual revitalization of the Jewish people.

Shalom Hartman Institute 
11 Gedalyahu Alon Street 
Jerusalem 93113 Israel 
T: +972-2-567-5320 
F: +972-2-561-1913 
Email: shi@shi.org.il

Shalom Hartman Institute of North America 
One Pennsylvania Plaza, Suite 1606 
New York, NY 10119  
T: +1-212-268-0300 
F: +1-212-239-4550 
Email: info@shalomhartman.org
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The Shalom Hartman Institute is a center of transformative thinking 
and teaching that addresses the major challenges facing the Jewish 
people and elevates the quality of Jewish life in Israel and around 
the world. A leader in sophisticated, ideas-based Jewish education 
for community leaders and change agents, the Shalom Hartman 
Institute is committed to the significance of Jewish ideas, the power of 
applied scholarship, and the conviction that great teaching contributes 
to the growth and continual revitalization of the Jewish people. 

A project of the Kogod Research Center for Contemporary Jewish Thought

Shalom Hartman Institute 

11 Gedalyahu Alon Street 
POB 8029 
Jerusalem 93113 
Israel 
Tel: +972 2 567 5320 
shi@shi.org.il

Shalom Hartman Institute 
of North America 

One Pennsylvania Plaza 
Suite 1606 New York 
NY 10119  USA
Tel: +1 212 268 0300 
info@shalomhartman.org

Canadian Friends of 
Shalom Hartman Institute 

8888 Blvd Pie IX 
Montreal, QC H1Z4J5 
Canada
Tel: +1 212 268 0300 
info@cfshi.org
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        Jew

ish Resources and Responses
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 Hartm
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Leadership and Crisis:
        Jewish Resources and Responses

The Shalom Hartman Institute
                       Lecture Series on DVD
                                                                          Volume 1

מנהיגות ומשבר
        משאבים ותשובות ביהדות

סדרת הרצאות של מכון הרטמן ב-די.וי.די.

האחר במסורת היהודית
              מטרות ואפשרויות

סדרת הרצאות של מכון הרטמן ב-די.וי.די. כרך 2

The "Other" in Jewish Tradition: 
        Challenges And Opportunities

The Shalom Hartman Institute
                       Lecture Series on DVD
                                                                          Volume 2

The "Other" in Jew
ish Tradition: 

        Challenges And Opportunities
The Shalom

 Hartm
an Institute Lecture Series on DVD
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DILEMMAS 
OF FAITH

What Does it Mean to Believe? 
The Challenge of the Rational 

and the Reasonable

1Unit
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DILEMMAS 
OF FAITH

What Does it Mean to Believe? What Does it Mean to Believe? What Does it Mean to Believe? What Does it Mean to Believe? What Does it Mean to Believe? What Does it Mean to Believe? What Does it Mean to Believe? 
The Challenge of the Rational The Challenge of the Rational The Challenge of the Rational The Challenge of the Rational The Challenge of the Rational The Challenge of the Rational The Challenge of the Rational 

and the Reasonableand the Reasonableand the Reasonableand the Reasonable
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A project of the Kogod Research Center for Contemporary Jewish Thought

DILEMMAS 
OF FAITH

The Lecture Series and accompanying curricular study materials 
are designed to be used by a rabbi or educator in a lay leaders study 
program. The rabbi/educator utilizes the materials and lectures as 
best suited for his/her community, preparing the participants for the 
lecture by studying the texts and reading the supplementary materials 
in advance, either in a separate session, or in a preparatory session. 
Studying in advance, with the assistance of the Leader’s Guide, and then 
viewing the lecture, followed by a discussion led by the leader on the 
issues raised and their implications have proven to be powerful tools for 
intellectual growth, leadership development, and community building.

Shalom Hartman Institute 

11 Gedalyahu Alon Street, 
Jerusalem 93113 Israel 
Tel:  +972 2 567 5320 
Fax: +972 2 561 1913
Email: shi@shi.org.il

www.hartman.org.il

Shalom Hartman Institute 
of North America 

One Pennsylvania Plaza, 
Suite 1606 
New York, NY 10119 
Tel: +1 212 268 0300 
Fax: +1 212 239 4550 
info@shalomhartman.org

Canadian Friends of 
Shalom Hartman Institute 

8888 Blvd Pie IX 
Montreal, QC H1Z4J5 
Tel: +1 212 268 0300 
Email: info@cfshi.org
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The Shalom Hartman Institute Lecture Series

For additional information or to place an order, see www.shalomhartman.org/video



For more information about the Shalom Hartman 
Institute rabbinic or synagogue programs, please 
contact Rabbi Lauren Berkun, 
Director of Rabbinic and Synagogue Programs, at 
lauren@shalomhartman.org or +1 305 407 5494.

Shalom Hartman Institute
11 Gedalyahu Alon Street 
Jerusalem 93113 Israel
Tel: +972 2 567 5320 Fax: +972 2 561 1913
Email: shi@shi.org.il 

www.hartman.org.il

Shalom Hartman Institute of North America
One Pennsylvania Plaza, Suite 1606 
New York, NY 10119
Tel: +1 212 268 0300 Fax: +1 212 239 4550
Email: info@shalomhartman.org

www.shalomhartman.org

Canadian Friends of Shalom Hartman Institute

8888 Blvd Pie IX Montreal, QC H1Z4J5
Email: info@cfshi.org

About the Shalom Hartman Institute
The Shalom Hartman Institute is a center 
of transformative thinking and teaching that 
addresses the major challenges facing the Jewish 
people and elevates the quality of Jewish life in 
Israel and around the world.

The Shalom Hartman Institute of North America 
is shaping the future of North American Jewish 
life through transformative teaching, educating 
leaders and enriching the public conversation.


