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The rise of antisemitism on both the right and the left has the Jewish people caught on the center line of 
a high-stakes tennis match. On this episode of TEXTing, Elana Stein Hain and Yonah Hain explore a 
Talmudic passage from Tractate Yoma 10a, to discuss how we maintain agency during troubling times, 
and how we look to the future when we can’t yet see the horizon.

This source sheet is part of the June 17, 2024 episode of the podcast TEXTing with Elana Stein Hain which 
delves deeply into Jewish texts to guide and inspire us as we grapple with the concerns and meaning of 
this moment. Join Elana as she addresses the issues of our day through the lens of classical Jewish texts in 
conversation with Hartman scholars. 



 

 

Dr. Elana Stein Hain is the Rosh Beit Midrash and a senior research fellow at the Shalom Hartman 
Institute of North America, where she serves as lead faculty, engages in research and curriculum 
development and consults on the content of lay and professional leadership programs. A widely well-
regarded teacher and scholar, Elana is passionate about bringing rabbinic thought into conversation 
with contemporary life. To this end, she hosts TEXTing a bi-weekly podcast that considers issues relevant 
to Jewish life through the lens of classical and modern Torah texts; she also teaches Talmud from the 
Balcony, an occasional learning seminar exposing the big ideas, questions, and issues motivating 
rabbinic discussions. She is the author of Circumventing the Law: Rabbinic Perspectives on Legal 
Loopholes and Integrity (Penn Press, 2024) which uses loopholes as a lens for understanding rabbinic 
views on law and ethics. Elana also contributes to For Heaven’s Sake, a bi-weekly podcast with Donniel 
Hartman and Yossi Klein Halevi, exploring contemporary issues related to Israel and the Jewish world. 
She earned her doctorate in Religion at Columbia University and is an alumna of the Yeshiva University 
Graduate Program in Advanced Talmudic Studies (GPATS) as well as the Consortium in Jewish Studies 
and Legal Theory Graduate Fellowship at Cardozo School of Law. She also served for eight years as a 
clergy member on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, at both Lincoln Square Synagogue and the Jewish 
Center, has taught at the Wagner School at NYU, and sits on the board of Sefaria: A Living Library of 
Jewish Texts.  

Rabbi Yonah Hain is a faculty member at the Shalom Hartman Institute of North America. He is the 
Campus Rabbi of Columbia University, where he leads the educational and religious initiatives of 
Columbia/Barnard Hillel’s robust pluralistic Jewish community. Yonah is an adjunct faculty member at 
YCT Rabbinical School, and he has begun coursework towards a doctorate in Talmud and Rabbinics. With 
his previous work at the Bronfman Center at NYU, Yonah has been a New York City campus rabbi for 
fifteen years. 
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I. Exegesis: Torah as Predictive 

1. The Underdog Will Win: Babylonian Talmud Yoma 10a 

R. Yehoshua ben Levi said Rebbe said: Rome is 
destined to fall by the hand of Persia, as it was said: 
“Hear, then, the plan which the Lord has devised 
against Edom, and what God has purposed against 
the inhabitants of Teman: surely the young of the 
flock (the shepherd boys?) shall drag them away, 
surely their pasture shall be aghast of them (Jer. 
49:20) 

 

רַבִּי:   אָמַר  לֵוִי  בֶּן  יְהוֹשֻׁעַ  רַבִּי  אָמַר 
בְּיַד   שֶׁתִּפּוֹל  רוֹמִי  פָּרַס,  עֲתִידָה 

שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר: ״לָכֵן שִׁמְעוּ עֲצַת ה׳ אֲשֶׁר יָעַץ  
חָשַׁב   אֲשֶׁר  וּמַחְשְׁבוֹתָיו  אֱדוֹם  (עַל) 
יִסְחָבוּם   לאֹ  אִם  תֵימָן  יוֹשְׁבֵי  (עַל) 
עֲלֵיהֶם   יַשִּׁים  לאֹ  אִם  הַצּאֹן  צְעִירֵי 

 נְוֵהֶם״. 

 

2. The Underdog is Greece: Babylonian Talmud Yoma 10a 

Rabbah bar ‘Ullah strongly objected to this: What 
intimation is there that “the young of the flock” 
refers to Persia? Is it because it is written - “The two-
horned ram that you saw signifies the kings of Media 
and Persia (Daniel 8:20).” But says instead it is the 
Greeks (who will win), as it is written “and the buck, 
the he-goat—the king of Greece (Daniel 8:21).” 

 

מַאי   עוּלָּא:  בַּר  רַבָּה  לַהּ  מַתְקֵיף 
מַשְׁמַע דְּהַאי ״צְעִירֵי הַצּאֹן״ פָּרַס הוּא  

בַּעַל    — רָאִיתָ  אֲשֶׁר  ״הָאַיִל  דִּכְתִיב: 
וּפָרָס״.   מָדַי  מַלְכֵי  (הוּא)  הַקְּרָנָיִם 
יָוָן, דִּכְתִיב: ״וְהַצָּפִיר הַשָּׂעִיר   וְאֵימָא 

 מֶלֶ� יָוָן״! 

 

3. The Underdog is Persia: Babylonian Talmud Yoma 10a 

סוֹרְמַקִי,   בַּר  חֲבִיבָא  רַב  סְלֵיק  כִּי 
אֲמַר   מֵרַבָּנַן,  דְּהָהוּא  קַמֵּיהּ  אַמְרַהּ 
קְרָאֵי   פָּרוֹשֵׁי  יָדַע  דְּלָא  מַאן  לֵיהּ: 
״צְעִירֵי   מַאי  לְרַבִּי?!  תְּיוּבְתָּא  מוֹתֵיב 

זוּטְרָא דַּאֲחוֹהִי. דְּתָנֵי רַב    —הַצּאֹן״  
 זֶה פָּרַס.  —יוֹסֵף: תִּירָס 

 

When R. Haviva ben Sormakei came up (to Israel), he 
reported this interpretation before a certain scholar. 
The scholar responded: One who does not 
understand the meaning of passages of Scripture 
raises a challenge against Rebbe?! What does “the 
young of the flock” mean? The youngest of his 
brothers, for Rav Yosef learned “Tiras is Persia.” 
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II. Kal v’Chomer: Predicting with Logic 

4. Good Guys Always Win: Babylonian Talmud Yoma 10a 

Rabbah bar Hannah said that R. Yohanan said in the 
name of R. Judah b. Ila’i: Rome is destined to fall into 
the hands of Persia. That may be concluded by an a 
fortiori argument: If in the case of the first Temple 
which the sons of Shem built and the Babylonians 
destroyed, the Babylonians fell into the hands of the 
Persians; then how much more should this be so 
with the second Temple, which the Persians built 
and the Romans destroyed, that the Romans should 
fall into the hands of the Persians.  

 

רַבָּה בַּר בַּר חָנָה אָמַר רַבִּי יוֹחָנָן  אָמַר  
אִלְעַאי:   בְּרַבִּי  יְהוּדָה  רַבִּי  מִשּׁוּם 
קַל   פָּרַס,  בְּיַד  שֶׁתִּפּוֹל  רוֹמִי  עֲתִידָה 
וָחוֹמֶר: וּמָה מִקְדָּשׁ רִאשׁוֹן שֶׁבְּנָאוּהוּ  

נָפְלוּ    —בְּנֵי שֵׁם וְהֶחְרִיבוּהוּ כַּשְׂדִּיִּים  
בְּ  שֵׁנִי  כַּשְׂדִּיִּים  מִקְדָּשׁ  פָּרְסִיִּים.  יַד 

שֶׁבְּנָאוּהוּ פָּרְסִיִּים וְהֶחְרִיבוּהוּ רוֹמִיִּים  
בְּיַד    — רוֹמִיִּים  שֶׁיִּפְּלוּ  דִּין  אֵינוֹ 

 פָּרְסִיִּים? 

 

5. Religious Legitimacy of Uncertainty: Babylonian Talmud Yoma 10a 

Rav said: Persia is destined to fall into the hands of 
Rome. Rav Kahana and Rav Asi said to Rav: The 
builders in the hands of the destroyers?! He 
responded to them: Indeed, it is a Divine decree! 
There are those who said, “He said to him, ‘they too 
destroy synagogues.’” 

בְּיַד   שֶׁתִּפּוֹל  פָּרַס  עֲתִידָה  רַב:  אָמַר 
אַסִּי   וְרַב  כָּהֲנָא  רַב  לֵיהּ  אֲמַרוּ  רוֹמִי. 
לְהוּ:   אֲמַר  סָתוֹרֵי?!  בְּיַד  בָּנוֹיֵי  לְרַב: 
דְאָמְרִי,   גְּזֵירַת מֶלֶ� הִיא. אִיכָּא  אִין, 
אֲמַר (לֵיהּ): אִינְהוּ נָמֵי הָא קָא סָתְרִי  

 בֵּי כְנִישְׁתָּא. 

6. Darkest before Dawn: Babylonian Talmud Yoma 10a 

We also learn this in a baraita: Persia is destined to 
fall into the hands of Rome: firstly, because they 
destroy synagogues; and furthermore, it is a Divine 
decree. As Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: the son of 
David will not come until the evil kingdom spreads 
throughout the entire world for the duration of nine 
months, as it is said: “Truly, God will leave them 
helpless until she who is to bear has borne; then the 
rest of his countrymen shall return to the children of 
Israel (Micah 5:2).” 

 

שֶׁתִּפּוֹל   פָּרַס  עֲתִידָה  הָכִי:  נָמֵי  תַּנְיָא 
חֲדָא   רוֹמִי,  בֵּי    — בְּיַד  דְּסָתְרִי 

הוּא   מֶלֶ�  גְּזֵירַת  וְעוֹד:  כְנִישְׁתָּא, 
רַב   דְּאָמַר  סוֹתְרִין.  בְּיַד  בּוֹנִין  שֶׁיִּפְּלוּ 
עַד   בָּא  דָּוִד  בֶּן  אֵין  רַב:  אָמַר  יְהוּדָה 

ר  מַלְכוּת  בְּכׇל  שֶׁתִּפְשׁוֹט  הָרְשָׁעָה  וֹמִי 
הָעוֹלָם כּוּלּוֹ תִּשְׁעָה חֳדָשִׁים, שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר:  
וְיֶתֶר   יָלָדָה  יוֹלֵדָה  עֵת  עַד  יִתְּנֵם  ״לָכֵן 

 אֶחָיו יְשׁוּבוּן עַל בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל״. 
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